Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.081; wR factor = 0.138; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.6. 
The title compound, C 22 H 26 O 5 , is an important intermediate for the synthesis of side-chain ligands for polymeric liquid crystals. The octyl group is coplanar with the central C 6 O moiety, where the maximum deviation of a C atom in the octyl group from the C 6 O plane is 0.161 (5) Å . The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2008; Nazir et al., 2008a,b) . Such acids have been utilized in the synthesis of both side-chain (Gabert et al., 2006) and main-chain (Aranzazu et al., 2006) liquid crystal polymers. In addition to their use as intermediates in the synthesis of a large number of organic compounds (Hussain et al., 2005; Shafiq et al., 2005; Ahmad et al., 2003) , carboxylic acids has also been used in the pharmaceutical industry (Ribeiro et al., 2008; Hameed & Rama 2004) . The title compound (I) was synthesized as an intermediate in the synthesis of side-chain liquid crystal polymers. In the present report, the crystal structure of (I) is being presented. Bond lengths and angles are within the normal ranges as given for benzoyloxybenzoic acids (Muhammad et al., 2008; Hartung et al., 1997) . The C7-O1 and C7-O2 bond lengths are 1.205 (3) 
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Experimental
To a solution of 4-hydroxybenzaldehyde (0.032 moles) in 50 ml of triethylamine (TEA), was added an equivalent amount of 4-octyloxybenzoylchloride with stirring and the mixture heated at 60°C for 1 h. The excess TEA was removed in vacuo and the product, after recrystallization from hot ethanol, was subjected to KMnO 4 oxidation.The 4-(4-octyloxybenzoyloxy)benzaldehyde (0.025 moles) was dissolved in acetone (100 ml) and aqueous KMnO 4 (0.025 moles) was added dropwise at room temperature with stirring. The stirring was continued for three hours when the reaction mixture was filtered and the filtrate acidified using 6M HCl. The precipitated product was purified by recrystallization from acetone.
Refinement
The O-bound H atom was refined isotropically. All the other H atoms were placed in idealized positions and treated as riding atoms, with C-H distance in the range 0.95-0.99 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) showing atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level.
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